Barnsley BSAC Divers
Branch Trip Policy

This policy is designed to ensure that branch trips are properly paid for and are enjoyable for all members and guests

going on club trips.

The full costs of a trip need to be paid by those going on the trip - shortfalls will not be paid by the club. This means

that if a trip goes ahead without filling all the places you will need to pay more than if it was full. If you commit to going

on a trip but have to withdraw then you will still need to pay your share, unless new participants join and fill the trip.
Trip participants should consider taking out trip insurance that provides trip cancellation cover.

Please remember that branch trips are organised by your fellow members, in their own time, for the benefit of other
divers. Please treat the people organising trips and your fellow participants with courtesy, fairness and respect.

What is a Branch Trip?

A Branch Trip is organised by someone in your Branch (the Trip Organiser) and is approved by the Branch Diving
Officer. As with all our diving; the trip and all the divers going on it will follow BSAC Safe Diving Practices. The
organisation of a branch trip, and all the participants should comply with this trip policy.

Before taking Deposits

1. If the trip includes accommodation, the Trip Organiser will try their best to ensure that the accommodation has
suitable arrangements for males, females, and family participants. If this can’t be fully achieved, any
limitations will be set out in the trip details.

2. The Trip Organiser will advertise the details of the trip through the official branch channels. Those details
should enable anyone considering joining the trip to decide if it is suitable for them before they commit. If you
are considering joining a trip, but are unsure if you are suitable, please discuss it with the Trip Organiser or
Diving Officer. Typically, the details will include:

e The location and dates of the trip;
The number of people the trip is planned to accommodate and the planned cost.
If included, any travel arrangements or any accommodation arrangements (see 1. above);
What participants will need including: diver qualification, experience and any equipment;
What payments will be needed, when they will need to be paid, and how to pay. Deposits and
payment schedules will be agreed with the Treasurer, and initial deposits will normally be at least a
third of the expected total trip cost.
Further guidance for Trip Organisers can be found on the club website under ‘Resources’.

Joining a Trip and Payments

3. If you want to join a trip, you will need to pay the required deposit. By paying your deposit and taking a place,
you are accepting that you are responsible for paying the full cost of your trip place, and if the trip does not fill
all the places, an equal share of the remaining trip cost.

4. Any payments you make are non-refundable unless the full costs of the trip have been met. If you need to
cancel your place, any payments you have already made stay as part of the trip fund held by the Branch
Treasurer until the trip takes place. Any refunds will only be made after the trip is complete and finances
settled, but only if there is any money left in the trip fund, and at the Treasurer’s discretion. Any refund you
receive back might not be the full amount you paid.

5. Substitution (swapping) of your trip place is not permitted. If a trip is full, and you need to cancel your place
you are welcome to suggest a replacement to the Trip Organiser but this is at the trip organiser/dive
manager’s discretion. Anyone who joins a trip as a replacement will become responsible for their share of the
full trip costs as in paragraph 3.

6. If places remain unfilled then the trip organiser may offer the places to non BBSAC divers and, after obtaining
the permission of the remaining participants, seek a best solution compromise (e.g. allowing non divers on the

trip).

Other matters

7. The Trip Organiser should identify with the suppliers (boat charter, accommodation etc.) their cancellation and
payment deadlines. This information should be shared with the Treasurer and dates for trip members to make
payments agreed. (See 2. above). As those deadlines approach, the Organiser may consult with the current
participants to confirm that they are willing for the trip to continue.

8. Trip participants shall, at all times, comply with the BSAC Divers Code of Conduct.

9. If you have joined a trip and then don’t meet your responsibility to pay, or fail to show courtesy, fairness and
respect in other ways, then the Committee will look in to whether you have broken the Code of Conduct. If
they find you have, they may impose sanctions such as excluding you from future dive trips.



https://www.bsac.com/safety/bsacs-safe-diving-guide/
https://www.barnsleybsacdivers.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/A-guide-to-organising-a-boat-diving-trip.-updated-19.11.2024-AB.docx
https://www.bsac.com/safety/safe-diving-guide/the-divers-code-of-conduct/

